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AS REQUESTED REFTEL, THE FOLLOWING ARE EXAMPLES OF THE 
TYPES OF QUESTIONS LOCAL MEDIA MIGHT ASK SECRETARY 
SCHLESINGER IN COURSE OF HIS UK VISIT, WITH SUGGESTED 
ANSWERS IN THOSE FEW CASES WHERE IT SEEMS APPROPRIATE FOR 
US TO PROPOSE AN ANSWER. 

1. Q. IN LIGHT OF BRITAIN'S PROPOSED DEFENSE CUTS 
ANNOUNCED OVER THIS PAST YEAR, WHAT IS YOUR VIEW OF THE 
OVERALL CONTRIBUTION BRITAIN IS MAKING TO NATO/WESTERN 
DEFENSES? 

A. OVERALL, THE QUALITY OF THE CONTRIBUTION BRITAIN IS 
MAKING IS HIGH. WE APPRECIATE THIS. WE ALSO APPRECIATE 
THE FACT THAT BRITAIN CONSULTED EXTENSIVELY IN NATO 
BEFORE ANNOUNCING THE FINAL CHARACTER OF ITS CUTS AND 
TOOK INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS OF THE NATO PARTNERS, INCLUD- 
ING OUR OWN, IN THE FINAL DECISIONS ABOUT THE CHARACTER 
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OF THE CUTS. NEVERTHELESS, BECAUSE OF THE GREAT IMPORT- 
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ANCE OF BRITAIN'S DEFENSE CONTRIBUTION TO NATO ON THE 
CENTRAL FRONT, IN THE MEDITERRANEAN, ON THE NORTHERN 
FLANK, AND IN THE CHANNEL AND THE BRITISH HOME ISLANDS, 

WE ARE VERY SORRY THAT YOUR GOVERNMENT HAD TO MAKE ANY 
CUTS. WE UNDERSTAND THE REASONS FOR THESE CUTS BUT WE 
SINCERELY HOPE THERE WILL BE NO MORE. 

2. Q. THERE HAVE BEEN STORIES HERE RECENTLY THAT THE U.S. 

AND BRITAIN JOINED IN THE FORCIBLE EVACUATION OF 
PLANTATION WORKERS ON DIEGO GARCIA TO MAKE WAY FOR YOUR 
BASE THERE AND THAT THE U.S. HELPED FINANCE THE COSTS OF 
THIS INDIRECTLY BY REDUCING YOUR BILL TO THE BRITISH ON 
POLARIS COSTS. WHAT ARE THE ACTUAL FACTS ON THIS WHOLE 
SITUATION? 

3. Q. THERE HAVE BEEN STORIES HERE RECENTLY THAT THE U.S. 

HAS WON THE TANK GUN COMPETITION INVOLVING THE U.S., 
BRITISH AND GERMANS. THE BRITISH MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 
SAYS NO DECISION HAS BEEN MADE AND THE RESULTS OF THE 
TESTS ARE STILL UNDER REVIEW. WHAT ARE THE CORRECT FACTS 
IN THIS CASE? 

4. Q. WHAT IS THE STATE OF PLAY IN THE U.S. CONGRESS ON 
U.S. FORCES IN EUROPE? IS THERE LIKELY TO BE A RENEWED 
DRIVE IN CONGRESS LED BY SENATOR MANSFIELD AND OTHERS TO 
REDUCE U.S. TROOPS IN EUROPE? 

5. Q. HAVEN'T NATO'S DEFENSES BEEN SERIOUSLY WEAKENED BY 
THE MANY TROUBLES ON NATO'S SOUTHERN FLANK? WHAT DO YOU 
THINK OF THE STATE OF NATO'S SOUTHERN DEFENSES AND WHAT 

IS THE UNITED STATES DOING TO DEAL WITH THE PROBLEMS? 

6. Q. THERE HAVE BEEN MANY STORIES HERE RECENTLY THAT 
NATO SOON WILL BE OFFERING ITS TACTICAL NUCLEAR WEAPONS 
IN THE MBFR NEGOTIATIONS IN VIENNA. WHAT IS THE ACTUAL 
STATE OF PLAY? WHEN WILL NATO-COUNTRY TAC NUCS BE PUT ON 
THE NEGOTIATING TABLE? WON'T THIS MOVE GREATLY UNSETTLE 
WEST EUROPEAN CONFIDENCE IN NATO'S DEFENSES AND U.S. 

INTENTIONS? 

7. Q. WHEN DO YOU EXPECT A BREAKTHROUGH IN THE SALT 
NEGOTIATIONS? WHAT ARE THE ISSUES CAUSING THE PROBLEMS? 
ARE THESE ISSUES LIKELY TO DELAY THE FORD-BREZHNEV 
MEETING? 
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8. Q. IS ULSTER TOO STRONG A DRAG ON BRITAIN'S FRONT-LINE 
NATO FORCES? 

A. WE UNDERSTAND THE NEED FOR BRITAIN TO MAKE USE OF 
SOME OF ITS NATO FORCES FOR THIS PURPOSE. OBVIOUSLY, WE 
SYMPATHIZE DEEPLY WITH THE PROBLEM THAT NECESSITATES 
THEIR USE. BECAUSE OF BRITAIN;S IMPORTANT ROLE IN NATO'S 
DEFENSES WE HOPE NOT ONLY THAT THIS USE CAN BE MINIMIZED 
BUT ALSO THAT THE DURATION OF THEIR EMPLOYMENT WILL BE AS 
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SHORT AS POSSIBLE. 

9. Q. IS BRITAIN'S ECONOMIC WEAKNESS DAMAGING THE STRENGTH 
OF THE WEST? 

A. THE SHORT ANSWER IS "NO". "DAMAGING" IS TOO STRONG 
A WORD. UNTIL THE DEFENSE CUTS ANNOUNCED THIS YEAR, 
BRITAIN'S PER CENT OF GNP DEVOTED TO DEFENSE WAS ONE OF 
THE HIGHEST IN WESTERN EUROPE. BRITAIN'S CONTRIBUTION IS 
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STILL MAJOR. WE UNDERSTAND THE PROBLEMS PROMPTING THE 
CUTS. WE REGRET THEM AND THESE CUTS. WE HOPE THERE WILL 
BE NO MORE CUTS. 

10. Q. ON AT LEAST THREE OCCASIONS RECENTLY RUSSIAN 
SHIPS HAVE PENETRATED THE QUARTER-MILE SAFETY ZONE SET BY 
BRITAIN TO PROTECT NORTH SEA OIL RIGS. AS BRITAIN HAS 
ONLY A 30- YEAR OLD TUG AND A FISHERY VESSEL PROTECTING 
SOME 60 RIGS AND PLATFORMS AND AS THESE ARE THE ONLY RIGS 
IN THE MIDDLE OF A MAJOR STRATEGIC AREA.. ..IT HAS BEEN 
SUGGESTED THAT NATO FORCES MIGHT TAKE OVER PROTECTION OF' 
THESE STRATEGIC OIL AREAS. WHAT IS YOUR REACTION TO SUCH 
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A SUGGESTION? 

1 1 . Q. IN VIEW OF THE PRECARIOUS STATUS OF AMERICA'S 
BASES IN SPAIN AND THE RELUCTANCE OF NATO COUNTRIES TO 
CLOSER SPANISH-NATO TIES. ...MIGHT THE UNITED STATES 
CONSIDER A BASE AGREEMENT WITH MALTA WHEN BRITAIN'S 
DEFENSE AGREEMENT WITH THAT ISLAND ENDS? 

12. Q. NATO IS NOW NOTIFYING THE SOVIET UNION OF ALL ITS 
MILITARY EXERCISES INVOLVING 25,000 TROOPS AND SOMETIMES 
FEWER IN KEEPING WITH THE HELSINKI AGREEMENT. YET THE 
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WARSAW PACT IS MAKING NO SUCH NOTIFICATION. WHAT STEPS 
ARE BEING TAKEN BY THE UNITED STATES TO ENSURE THAT THE 
SOVIETS KEEP THEIR SIDE OF THE BARGAIN? 

13. Q. THE U.S. HAS UNDER CONSIDERATION THE SALE OF 
PERSHING MISSILES WHICH CAN CARRY NUCLEAR WARHEADS. 
DON'T YOU THINK THIS SALE WILL GREATLY UNDERMINE THE 
BALANCE OF POWER IN THE MIDDLE EAST AND RISKS WRECKING 
THE RECENT EGYPTIAN-ISRAEL AGREEMENT? 

14. Q. COMMENTATORS HERE HAVE BEEN INTERESTED IN YOUR 
STATEMENTS THAT THE U.S. WOULD CONSIDER FIRST USE OF 
NUCLEAR WEAPONS. DOES THIS NOT UNDERMINE THE WHOLE 
DELICATE NUCLEAR BALANCE, STRIKE AT THE ROOTS OF DETENTE 
AND THREATEN THE SALT NEGOTIATIONS - AND THE PEACE OF 
THE WORLD? 

15. Q. IS THE U.S. REALLY SERIOUS ABOUT A TWO-WAY STREET 
IN THE FIELD OF STANDARDIZATION AND SPECIALIZATION? HOW 
DOES IT PLAN TO DEMONSTRATE THIS SERIOUSNESS? 
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